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Giombetti, the Partnership‘s Public Sector 

Co-Chair from the town of Framingham, 

John Beekman of SEA Consultants, Mi-

chelle Ciccolo from the town of Hudson, 

Susanne Morreale Leeber of the Marlbor-

ough Regional Chamber of Commerce, 

Glenn Trindade from the town of Medway, 

and Scott Weiss of The Gutierrez Com-

pany, all of whose valuable input led to 

this important decision. 

The graphical representation of the region 

along I-495 will remain as the logo.  How-

ever, one major change is the name of 

the Partnership‘s newsletter, now called 

the Partnership Update.  Additional ef-

forts during this transition will include 

improvements to the Partnership‘s web-

site as well as simplified electronic ad-

dresses.  Stay tuned for more details.  

for Regional Prosperity‖. 

The step resulted from the Partnership‘s 

strategic planning process, which charged 

the organization with a rebranding effort.  

Based on feedback from an online ques-

tionnaire sent to various stakeholders 

including Board members, investors, key 

municipal officials, and Legislators prior 

to the strategic planning retreat it be-

came evident that the ‗Arc of Innovation‘ 

brand lacked recognition as representing 

the 495/MetroWest region and moreover, 

was found to be confusing. 

Discussion ensued during the strategic 

planning process and at subsequent meet-

ings of the Board about simplifying the 

organization‘s name, phasing out the ‗Arc 

of Innovation‘ brand, and creating a new 

tag line.  A rebranding subcommittee was 

formed whose members include Dennis 
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Rebranding initiative underway 

nership‘s Executive Director, Paul Matthews, 

at a public workshop in Natick in September 

held by the Executive Office of Transportation 

and Public Works to solicit transportation 

needs from the public; toll equity, transporta-

tion reforms, and transportation financing 

were all identified as priorities. 

In November, Governor Patrick appointed a 

new MTA board member, John R. Jenkins of 

Natick, prior to the board‘s November meet-

ing.  The Partnership reached out to board 

member Jenkins to introduce our organization 

and share our concerns regarding Toll Equity. 

On November 13, Governor Patrick published a 

column in The Boston Globe, entitled ―How I‘ll 

Change Mass transit‖, in which he outlined 

plans to dismantle the Turnpike Authority, 

splitting responsibility for the road between 

Massport and MassHighway while also eliminat-

ing some tolls.  The MTA Board met the follow-

ing day and gave preliminary approval to a 

$100 million toll hike.  If finalized, increased 

tolls could be in place by April 1, 2009 if not 

earlier.  For Fast Lane users tolls would in-

(Continued on page 2) 

board meeting, at which the Partnership of-

fered testimony on the Interim Toll Equity Re-

port.  The Partnership had previously submitted 

written commentary on the toll equity issue to 

MTA Director, Alan LeBovidge, on May 14, 2008. 

The Partnership was also in attendance at the 

August and September MTA board meetings, 

offering further testimony about the inequities 

of the current tolling system.  In September, 

the Partnership‘s Transportation Committee 

heard from MTA board member, Mary Z. Con-

naughton, on Turnpike finances and Toll Eq-

uity. A detailed presentation was offered out-

lining the 1997 & 1999 bond offerings proceeds, 

the gaps in operations and maintenance con-

tract assistance from the Commonwealth esti-

mated to be between $35 and $75 million annu-

ally, as well as the deals made for the Western 

Turnpike and Metropolitan Highway System.  All 

of which has led to the need for greater reve-

nues.  And with few revenue raising options, 

toll increases of $100 million annually were 

preliminarily approved at the November MTA 

board meeting. 

Further contributions were made by the Part-

The Partnership continues its advocacy efforts 

on behalf of 495/MetroWest drivers in regards 

to toll equity, particularly in light of the re-

cent preliminary approval for a $100 million 

toll increase expected in early Spring 2009.   

As was reported in the May issue of Arc Up-

date, the Partnership‘s Transportation Com-

mittee has been tracking the progress of an 

internal working group at the Massachusetts 

Turnpike Authority (MTA) charged with study-

ing the issue of toll equity.  While not desig-

nated a final report, the Working Group‘s last 

presentation to the MTA was at their June 

At their December meeting hosted by 

EMC² Corporation, the Partnership‘s 

Board of Directors approved a modified 

name for the organization – 495/

MetroWest Partnership - as well as a 

short but descriptive tagline of ―Leaders 
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On Friday, October 31, 2008, Framing-

ham State College hosted a Life Sciences 

Leadership Forum, which the Partnership 

co-sponsored with Massachusetts State 

Senators Karen Spilka and Harriette 

Chandler; Central Mass and MetroWest 

STEM Education Networks; UMass Medi-

cal School; the Metro West Chamber of 

Commerce; the Metro South/West Re-

gional Employment Board, and the Mas-

sachusetts Biotechnology Council.  

The Forum provided invaluable informa-

tion on the Massachusetts Life Sciences 

Initiative, details of which were pre-

sented by Secretary of Housing and Eco-

nomic Development Dan O‘Connell, and 

Dr. Susan Windham-Bannister, the Presi-

dent & CEO of the Massachusetts Life 

Science Center.   The legislation, which 

was signed into law on June 16, 2008, 

provides state investments totaling $1 

billion over ten years in the state‘s life 

sciences cluster.  The funding is in-

tended to: 

Promote economic development; 

Support the Commonwealth‘s world-

class academic medical centers re-

search institutions, universities and 

industry leaders; 

Promote a highly skilled and edu-

cated workforce; 

Create an industry-friendly environ-

ment; 

Strengthen and protect Massachu-

setts‘ global leadership position in 

the Life Sciences; and 

Support the development of treat-

ments, therapies and cures. 

The Partnership‘s Executive Director, 

Paul Matthews, participated in one of 

the four break-out sessions on topics 

ranging from the Massachusetts Life Sci-

ence Investment Fund to the role Higher 

Education will play in the new law.  The 

nearly one hundred attendees were also 

treated to a panel discussion by a variety 

of experts including Dr. Timothy 

Flanagan, President of Framingham State 

College, who spoke on building the 

state‘s leading science teacher work-

force, as well as representatives from 

Genzyme Corporation, AstraZeneca R&D, 

Mass General Hospital and the Massachu-

setts Biomedical Initiatives. 

On the heels of this forum, the Life Sci-

ences Initiative made an immediate im-

pact on the 495/MetroWest region, when 

the Life Sciences Center Board of Direc-

tors approved $5.2 million for water and 

sewer improvements in Framingham‘s 

Technology Park.  This vote took place 

at Framingham Town Hall, and was criti-

cal to allowing further expansion by 

Genzyme Corporation, creating hundreds 

of more local jobs. 

Since the forum, the Life Sciences Cen-

ter has released a draft application for 

the tax incentives program, which be-

comes effective on January 1, 2009, and 

the Department of Revenue has issued a 

Technical Information Release (TIR) on 

the program.   

For more information on the Massachu-

setts Life Science Center visit 

www.masslifesciences.com . 

Partnership Sponsors Life Science Forum 

Toll Equity (continued) 

crease by 50 cents at the Route 128 and Alls-

ton/Brighton interchanges and by $3.00 at the 

two harbor tunnels.   

The 495/MetroWest delegation spoke on behalf 

of our region‘s drivers, strongly encouraging 

board members to consider fairness and toll 

equity before voting for a substantial toll in-

crease.   

In the days following the hearing, the delega-

tion was vocal in their opposition to the toll 

increase, with Representative Linsky filing a bill 

to ―eliminate tolls on the Massachusetts Turn-

pike, the Ted Williams, Sumner and Callahan 

tunnels, and the Tobin Bridge‖.  The bill, HD 

5261, also calls for increasing the state gas tax 

from 21 cents per gallon to 32 cents per gallon.  

Co-sponsors of the bill from our region include 

Representatives Conroy, Naughton, Peisch, 

Richardson, Sannicandro as well as Senator 

Karen Spilka.  Representative Steven Walsh also 

filed a bill, HD 5254, freezing toll rates ―until 

December 31, 2009 or until comprehensive 

transportation reform legislation is passed by 

the Legislature, if that occurs prior to Decem-

ber 31, 2009.‖   

November and December proved busy months 

on the topic of transportation with press re-

leases, Boston Globe columns, and various other 

forms of correspondence by Governor Patrick, 

(Continued from page 1) Speaker of the House Salvatore DiMasi, Senate 

President Therese Murray and Co-Chairs of 

Transportation Senator Baddour and Represen-

tative Wagner in addition to the above men-

tioned filing of bills. A flurry of hearings was 

also scheduled at a time when the State House 

is usually quietly preparing for the holidays 

before the January rush of bill filings.  Addition-

ally, renewed attention was placed on the Com-

monwealth‘s Transportation Finance Commis-

sion‘s (TFC) recommendations, which were 

released over a year ago.  

In early December the Partnership submitted 

formal commentary to Secretary of Transporta-

tion Bernard Cohen regarding our positions on 

the TFC reports, which included recommenda-

tions related to toll equity. Throughout Decem-

ber the Partnership attended the Joint Commit-

tee on Transportation‘s hearings on public-

private partnerships, Governor Patrick‘s plans 

to reform transportation agencies, and on tolls 

and gas tax. 

On December 17, the Partnership offered oral 

testimony on the toll structure changes at the 

MTA hearing in Framingham.  Executive Director 

Paul Matthews reiterated the Partnership‘s 

previous testimony about the inequities of the 

current tolling system.  Mr. Matthews urged the 

Turnpike Board Members to consider the impact 

of such dramatic toll increases on commuters 

and on the economy of the 495/MetroWest 

region, which is home to several corporations 

with locations here and in Boston.  He asked the 

Board to delay increases while a statewide com-

prehensive transportation plan is finalized and 

if absolutely necessary, to consider raising the 

tolls only by what is necessary to avoid a down-

grade in the MTA bond rating.    

The Governor is expected to file his much an-

ticipated legislation on transportation reform in 

January while hearings continue at the Turnpike 

Authority (January 7th in Worcester) and by the 

Joint Committee on Transportation (January 6th 

oversight hearing on TFC recommendations).   

The Partnership will continue to track this im-

portant issue and to advocate on behalf of our 

region.  

For those interested in submitting written testi-

mony and comments on the proposed toll in-

creases to the Turnpike Authority please send 

them to: the Office of the General Counsel, 

Massachusetts Turnpike Authority, 10 Park 

Plaza, Suite 4160, Boston, MA 02116 by 5:00 PM 

on Wednesday, January 14, 2008. 
For further information on the proposed toll 

increases or on the various additional transpor-

tation efforts conducted by the Partnership 

please contact Jessica Strunkin at (774) 760-

0495 x103 or at Jessica@arc-of-innovation.org 

http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=dorterminal&L=7&L0=Home&L1=Businesses&L2=Help+%26+Resources&L3=Legal+Library&L4=Technical+Information+Releases&L5=TIRs+-+By+Year(s)&L6=2008+Releases&sid=Ador&b=terminalcontent&f=dor_rul_reg_tir_tir_08_23&csid=Ador
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=dorterminal&L=7&L0=Home&L1=Businesses&L2=Help+%26+Resources&L3=Legal+Library&L4=Technical+Information+Releases&L5=TIRs+-+By+Year(s)&L6=2008+Releases&sid=Ador&b=terminalcontent&f=dor_rul_reg_tir_tir_08_23&csid=Ador
http://www.masslifesciences.com
mailto:Jessica@arc-of-innovation.org
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During the last several years there has 
been a steady drumbeat of concern re-
garding the affordability of housing in 
Greater Boston.  A variety of organiza-
tions including the Commonwealth Hous-
ing Task Force, the Pioneer Institute, 
Harvard‘s Rappaport Institute for Greater 
Boston, the Home Builders Association of 
Massachusetts, the Massachusetts Housing 
Partnership, and the Massachusetts Asso-
ciation of Realtors have produced re-
ports, forums, and initiatives that well 
document the issues associated with 

housing affordability. 

Two concerns have been consistently 
raised in the research on the housing 
issue.  One is that the low-density nature 
of residential development, particularly 
in the suburban regions of Greater Bos-
ton, is a critical factor affecting housing 
affordability.   The second is that the 
high cost of housing, despite recent cost 
decreases in the housing market, is forc-
ing workers out of state.  In short, 
Greater Boston‘s housing problem has 
become an economic development prob-

lem.    

As an organization concerned with the 
economic competitiveness of the 495/
MetroWest region, the 495/MetroWest 

Partnership was interested in examining 
housing affordability more closely, with 
specific focus on density and how in-
creasing density can spur the provision of 
workforce housing.  Workforce housing is 
generally defined as housing that is af-
fordable for individuals/families that 
make from 80 percent to 120 percent of 
an MSA‘s median income.  Since the 
495/MetroWest region is primarily subur-
ban, the Partnership wanted to pay par-
ticular attention to the challenges of 
increasing density in a suburban land-

scape. 

The Partnership commissioned the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Amherst‘s De-
partment of Landscape Architecture and 
Regional Planning to develop a project 
that would examine these issues.  Work-
ing directly with two municipalities in the 
region (Sudbury and Medway), the pro-
ject‘s main goal was to develop concep-
tual residential site designs on parcels in 
each municipality aimed to increase den-
sity and produce workforce housing.  
Each site plan was based on design tech-
niques for moderate-density projects that 
are appropriate in the parcels‘ suburban 
setting, take into account infrastructure 
and environmental limitations on the 
site, and attempt to address the root 

apprehensions associated with density.  
Moderate density translated into about 
seven to ten units per acre; their size and 
compact design usually dictates a price 

affordable to workforce families. 

Site plans did not consider the parcels‘ 
underlying zoning and the municipality‘s 
subdivision regulations but were not clas-
sified as Ch.40B comprehensive permit 
developments.  Through this effort the 
project identified barriers to developing 
moderate density workforce housing in a 
suburban context as well as density limi-
tations not related to regulations.  The 
Partnership density project also exam-
ined regulatory and design precedents 
from around the United States and Massa-
chusetts that address the challenge of 
developing moderate density workforce 

housing in suburbs. 

The Partnership has developed an execu-
tive summary detailing the main compo-
nents of the project and utilizing lessons 
learned through the process to make spe-
cific recommendations for state and mu-
nicipal policies related to housing devel-
opment.  For more information about the 
project contact Adam Ploetz at 
774.769.0495 ext. 101 or adam@arc-of-

innovation.org.   

WEDNESDAY ▪ JANUARY 21, 2009 ▪ 8:30—10:00 AM 

CONFERENCE ROOM ▪ 200 FRIBERG PARKWAY ▪ WESTBOROUGH 

New England EPA Representatives will discuss the new Re-
sidual Designation Authority Program, which would require 
certain industrial, commercial and residential facilities in 
Milford, Franklin, and Bellingham with two or more acres of 
impervious area (parking lots, roofs, roadways, etc.) to op-

erate under a Clean Water Act permit.   

Gerry Preble, Private Sector Co-Chair from Beals and Tho-

mas, Inc., will lead discussion on current and emerging wa-

ter resource issues. 

Space is limited; to register for this meeting please contact 
Andrea Geffert at andrea@arc-of-innovation.org or 774-760-

0495.  

Water Resources 

Committee 

Upcoming Activities 

Transportation  

committee 

FRIDAY ▪ JANUARY 16, 2009 ▪ 8:30—10:00 AM 

CONFERENCE ROOM ▪ 200 FRIBERG PARKWAY ▪ WESTBOROUGH 

Senator Karen Spilka, author of gas tax legislation. 

Representative John Fernandes, member of the Joint Com-

mittee on Transportation. 

Representative David Linsky, lead sponsor of HD5261, a bill 

calling for a gas tax increase and elimination of tolls. 

Rob Nagi, Private Sector Co-Chair from VHB & Vera Kolias, 
Public Sector Co-Chair from Southborough, will lead discus-

sion on current and emerging transportation issues. 

Space is limited; to register for this meeting please contact An-

drea Geffert at andrea@arc-of-innovation.org or 774-760-0495.  

Ongoing activities 

Partnership Examines Housing Density issues 

mailto:jessica@arc-of-innovation.org
mailto:jessica@arc-of-innovation.org
http://www.youmovemassachusetts.org/


Regulations implementing the state‘s new Infrastructure Invest-

ment Incentive or I³, which is the state‘s $250 million public 

infrastructure program, were published on Friday, December 

12th.  Communities and private developers are now able to ap-

ply to the Executive Office for Administration and Finance and 

the Massachusetts Development Finance Agency for state infra-

structure assistance awards of a minimum of $10 million and a 

maximum of $50 million per project.  The new program brings 

needed new state funding to jumpstart economic development 

projects in communities.  However, communities and private 

developers need to be aware that the program contains numer-

ous requirements to ensure that that the state gets a return in 

new state tax revenues for its investment.  In many ways, the 

program reflects the state‘s competing goals during these pre-

carious fiscal times.  The state needs to invest in order to cre-

ate jobs to turn the economy around.  However, with shrinking 

state tax revenues, the state needs to ensure that its spending 

decisions result in maximum returns. 

Under I3, $250 million in new state infrastructure funding has 
been authorized for job-creating private development projects. 
The I3 Act, with its recent enhancements by the Legislature, has 

been hailed as a model of state, municipal and private coopera-
tion in meeting the challenge of building public infrastructure 
dependent projects with scarce public funding. The I3 Act joins 
other recent state public infrastructure programs, such as Dis-
trict Improvement Financing being used in Worcester‘s City 

Square Project.  

I3 is intended to be a three-way partnership between develop-
ers, municipalities, and the Commonwealth. MassDevelopment 
issues tax-exempt bonds to finance public infrastructure im-
provements (such as streets, sidewalks, and water and sewer 
service) that are necessary in the development of state revenue 
producing, job-creating private projects. Once a project is built 
and generates new state tax revenues through new jobs and 
new sales, the state will pay the annual debt service costs for 
the public infrastructure improvements. Under the act, private 
developers will construct the improvements, and once com-
plete, will transfer ownership of the infrastructure to the mu-
nicipality, or other public entity. Project developers are re-
sponsible for such debt service costs until their projects are 
occupied. In the event a project doesn‘t generate enough state 
taxes to offset the state‘s debt service payments, the host mu-

nicipality of the project is responsible for such shortfall. 

$250 Million in public infrastructure funds authorized  
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On Beacon Hill 

On November 17 two important announcements 
were made about forthcoming stormwater man-
agement programs.  The first came from the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on their 
Charles River Preliminary Residual Designation 
Authority, which directly affects the 495/

MetroWest region.   

The Regional Administrator of the EPA New 
England Office announced a preliminary deter-
mination that certain stormwater discharges in 
the Charles River watershed located in Belling-
ham, Milford, and Franklin will be required to 
obtain permit coverage under the National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) of 
the Clean Water Act.  Specifically, EPA New 
England will require certain industrial, commer-
cial and residential facilities in the above 
named towns with two or more acres of imper-
vious area (parking lots, roofs, roadways, etc.) 
to apply for a Clean Water Act permit for 
stormwater discharges which eventually reach 
the Charles River.  The permits will require that 
these facilities reduce phosphorus discharges by 
65 percent through a variety of stormwater 
management practices, some of which could 
require retrofitting properties.  The effort is 
aimed at reducing phosphorus to improve water 
quality in the Charles River as well as providing 
benefits to the ―recharge‖ of groundwater 
sources.  Additional information on the EPA 
program can be found at  www.epa.gov/ne/

charles/tmdl.html . 

Additionally, the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP) announced 
a similar but separate program, a new State-
wide Stormwater Management Program, requir-
ing facilities with five or more acres of impervi-
ous area to reduce stormwater runoff.  Under 
both federal and state actions, new require-
ments will be phased in to reduce polluted 
stormwater runoff at sites with large paved 
areas. While the statewide threshold is five 
acres, MassDEP is proposing to match EPA‘s two
-acre requirement in the Charles River Water-
shed.  MassDeP will be holding five information 
sessions around the state followed by four pub-
lic hearings, where verbal and written com-
ments will be accepted.  Details on the sessions 
and hearings as well as additional information 
on the new program can be found at http://
www.mass.gov/dep/public/hearings/

stormreg.htm . 

In October, the Partnership‘s Water Resources 
Committee heard from Fred Civian, MassDEP‘s 
Stormwater Coordinator, who provided a pre-
view of their Statewide Stormwater Manage-
ment Program. In early January, 2009, the Com-
mittee meets again to hear an overview of the 
new EPA permit requirements in the Upper 
Charles from EPA New England representatives.  
See Page 3 for further details on meeting time 

and location. 

On December 23, official notice for both pro-
grams was released, including information on 
the comment period. Comments regarding the 
EPA‘s Residual Designation Authority in the 
towns of Bellingham, Franklin and Milford need 
to be submitted on or by February 6, 2009, 
identified by Docket ID No. EPA–R01–OW–2008–

0857 by one of the following methods: 

• http://www.regulations.gov: Follow the on-

line instructions for submitting comments; 

• E-mail: beck.erik@epa.gov; or 

• Mail and hand delivery: U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, New England Region, One 
Congress Street, Suite 1100, Mailcode CWN, 

Boston, MA 02114–2023. 

Comments on MassDEP‘s Statewide Stormwater 
Management Program must be submitted by 

February 9, 2009, to: 

MassDEP, One Winter Street, 5th Floor, Boston, 

MA 02108, attn. Glenn Haas; or 

DEP.Waterpermitting@state.ma.us . 

For further information on either announcement 
contact Jessica Strunkin at (774)760-0495 or at 

Jessica@arc-of-innovation.org .   

 

US EPA & Massdep make important stormwater  

announcements in november 

news 

By John S. Ziemba and Catherine Preston of Bowditch & Dewey 

http://www.epa.gov/ne/charles/tmdl.html
http://www.epa.gov/ne/charles/tmdl.html
http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/hearings/stormreg.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/hearings/stormreg.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/hearings/stormreg.htm
mailto:beck.erik@epa.gov
mailto:DEP.Waterpermitting@state.ma.us
mailto:Jessica@arc-of-innovation.org
http://www.youmovemassachusetts.org/
http://www.youmovemassachusetts.org/
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MassDevelopment is authorized to issue bonds to finance in-
frastructure improvements for industrial, manufacturing, 
office, retail, research and development, residential, or 
other commercial facilities. In an effort to streamline the 
process, a pre-application is required. This is intended to 
ensure that all parties review the proposal and come to a 
common understanding of the project and the anticipated 
new state tax revenues it will generate prior to beginning the 
municipal permitting process. After the pre-application is 
approved, projects must be approved by a host municipality. 
Once approved, project proponents and municipalities must 
submit a joint proposal to MassDevelopment and to the state 
Executive Office for Administration & Finance (―A&F‖) for 

approval.  

As part of the approval process, the state Department of 
Revenue will certify that the amount of the new state tax 
revenues allocable to the project will be at least equal to 
one and a half times the projected maximum annual debt 
service to be paid by the state. Municipalities are required to 
establish a liquidity reserve for each assessment parcel 
within the project in an amount equal to twice the total an-
nual debt service due on bonds allocable to the assessment 
parcel. No economic development proposal which secured 
municipal approval prior to the September 7, 2006 is eligible. 
Also, no more than two economic development proposals can 
come from any one municipality. However, I3 has been fash-
ioned to allow for the preliminary approval of projects which 
will be phased, with each phase receiving final approval as 
timing allows. This allows financing of master planned devel-
opments, without having each phase count as a separate pro-

ject against the municipality‘s total.  

Opportunities for Cities & Towns-   I3 provides excellent op-
portunities for communities to upgrade their infrastructure at 
little or no cost to them, but with a certain degree of risk.  
As planned, public infrastructure to support private develop-
ments will be paid first by the project developer and then by 
the state.  The community would only need to pay for the 
costs of the infrastructure if the project doesn‘t generate 
enough state tax revenues to offset the costs of the debt 
service.  Pursuant to the Act, the State can deduct the 
amount of such shortfalls from a community‘s annual local 
aid payments.  While this is a big risk for communities, the 
Act and the regulations provide methods to reduce this risk.  
First, municipalities can enter into an agreement with devel-
opers to assume the costs of any shortfall in revenues.  How-
ever, there could be payment concerns, as a developer in 
this circumstance will already likely be facing financial pres-
sures.  Second, developers can also agree to provide the 
funding for the debt service reserve required to further en-
sure that the state is made whole.   Third, developers can 
also agree to pay for the maintenance costs of public infra-
structure, during construction and after occupancy.   Post-
occupancy maintenance costs, and other assurances to help 
reduce risks for municipalities can be built into the Infra-
structure Development Assistance Agreement, a four party 
agreement to be signed by the municipality, the developer, 
the Executive Office for Administration and Finance, and the 

Massachusetts Development Finance Agency.    

The recently enacted changes (Chapter 129 of the Acts of 

2008) eliminate some of the hurdles of the 2006 I3 Act which 
helped block its full implementation and which limited its 
reach for communities. For example, the legislation elimi-
nates a cap of five projects that could receive the new 
funds. Therefore, many more projects may receive support 
under the new Act than was initially anticipated. The 
changes also add an additional $50 million to the $200 mil-
lion originally authorized, reserving the additional money 

for projects in economically distressed municipalities.   

Developer Opportunities + Challenges - I3 does present some 
challenges and opportunities for developers  For example, 
the new act provides that the state's infrastructure pay-
ments will be backed by the full faith and credit of the 
Commonwealth in order to make the infrastructure bonds 
more saleable. Further, the new legislation also clarifies 
that while a competitive process is required in the devel-
oper‘s construction of the public infrastructure improve-
ments, the process need not conform to the state‘s procure-
ment laws.  The regulations confirm that District Improve-
ment Financing (―DIF‖) may be used in conjunction with I3 
funding.  Also, although the new regulations prohibit the use 
of other state infrastructure programs with I3, some discre-
tion is given to the Secretary of Administration and Finance 
to waive this requirement and other requirements.  This 
program is the only exemption to the Commonwealth‘s bond 
cap, and that the exemption was made possible by the as-
surances that the program will pay for itself through new 
tax revenues from personal income taxes on wages and part-
nership distributions, sales taxes and hotel/motel room oc-
cupancy excise taxes.  Of critical importance to developers, 
projections of tax revenues will be reduced to reflect the 
direct displacement of existing businesses, the relocation of 
existing businesses within the state and the indirect dis-
placement of economic activity from elsewhere in the state. 
The requirements for new tax revenues and the discounting 
of ―displaced economic activity‖ mean it may be difficult 
for developers of residential or retail properties to use this 
funding mechanism. Nonetheless, there will be opportuni-
ties for developers of office and industrial properties from 
the program, as their projects would be the most likely to 
create real new employment, and thus fare well in this 
analysis.   Also, the regulations provide flexibility to devel-
opers to make their case regarding projected new state tax 
revenue, subject to the review of an independent analyst 
chosen by the state.   This method of determining the pro-
jected new state tax revenues was chosen over having a set 

formula directly in regulation. 

For more information about the I3 Act or other state infra-
structure programs, contact Bowditch & Dewey. With our 
work on projects such as state‘s first and largest District 
Improvement Financing Project, Worcester‘s City Square, 
we have the experience necessary to efficiently and cost 
effectively bring otherwise complicated public / private 

projects to a successful conclusion. 

 

The Partnership would like to thank co-authors John S. 
Ziemba and Catherine Preston for this detailed and infor-

mative article. 

infrastructure funds authorized (Cont.) 



Page 6 January/February 2009 

The Partnership regularly speaks out on behalf of the region's infrastructure needs and continued economic prosperity.  

One of the foundations of that prosperity and an irreplaceable component of our health care delivery system is MetroWest Medical 
Center, one of the region's top employers and a founder and supporter of the Partnership.  In order to demonstrate the depth of 
their regional support, MetroWest Medical Center is working with the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce on a confidential survey 

to document the range of employers, individuals, and families who utilize their services.   

The information will be aggregated by health insurance provider, and individual company information will not be released.   

As one of the region's top employers, or one of the communities served by MetroWest Medical Center, your participation in this 
survey is crucial to the continued strength of the hospital.  Please support MetroWest Medical Center by taking the few mo-
ments necessary to complete this very brief survey. Contact Ted Welte at the MetroWest Chamber of Commerce at 508-879-

5600, or by email ted@metrowest.org for access to the survey. 

The Partnership is pleased to announce the recent hiring of Andrea Geffert as the new Administrative Coordinator.  A Hopedale 

resident, Andrea‘s experience from her time at the Blackstone Valley Regional Technical High School‘s charitable foundation will 

lend itself well to the Partnership‘s activities. 

Executive Director Paul Matthews noted, ―The Partnership is fortunate to have Andrea joining our small staff since she has exten-

sive experience with non-profit finances and administration.‖ 

Please join us in welcoming our newest staff member. 

Chamber of Commerce Events 

MetroWest Medical center survey 

Around the Region 

Marlborough Regional Chamber of Commerce 

www.marlboroughchamber.org 

Jan 15  Business After Hours 5:30pm 

Where  New Horizons, Marlborough  

Jan 23  Distinguished Speaker Breakfast 7:45am 

Where  Marlborough Courtyard by Marriot 

Jan 28  Networking Before Nine 7:45am 

Where  Holiday Inn Express, Hudson 

Jan 30  Special Workshop 8:30am 

Where  Marlborough Chamber of Commerce 

Feb 3  Business After Hours 5:30pm  

Where  Speakers Night Club, Marlborough  

Feb 10  Networking Before Nine 7:45am 

Where  Boys & Girls Club, Marlborough 

MetroWest Chamber of Commerce  

www.metrowest.org 

Jan 15  Nearly Noontime Networking 11:45am 

Where   Clark University Graduate Ctr., Framingham 

Jan 27  Women‘s Initiative Luncheon 11:30am 

Where  Sheraton, Framingham  

Jan 29  Business After Hours 5:30pm 

Where   Destination Beauty Medspa, Framingham 

Feb 13  Networking Breakfast 7:15am 

Where  Crowne Plaza, Natick 

Feb 19  Nearly Noontime Networking 11:45am 

Where  Clark University Graduate Ctr., Framingham 

Feb 24  Women‘s Initiative Luncheon 11:30am 

Where  Sheraton, Framingham  

Feb 24  Business After Hours 5:30pm 

Where  Metro9 Steak House, Framingham 

Corridor Nine Chamber  

www.corridornine.org 

Jan 14  Business After Hours 5:00pm 

Where  Avidia Bank, Westborough 

Jan 22  Legislative Breakfast 7:15am 

Where  DoubleTree Hotel, Westborough 

Jan 28  Success Express Workshop 8:30am 

Where  Corridor Nine Area Chamber, Westborough 

Feb 10  Success Express Workshop 8:30am 

Where  Corridor Nine Area Chamber, Westborough 

Feb 11  Biz Builder 5:00pm 

Where  Doubletree Hotel, Westborough 

Feb 26  Ultimate Networking Breakfast 7:15am 

Where  Doubletree Hotel, Westborough 

Milford Area Chamber of Commerce 

www.milfordchamber.org  

Jan 13  Business After Hours 5:00pm 

Where  Mory’s Mini Golf, Milford 

Mar 28  Home & Business Expo 10:00am 

Where  Blackston Valley Technical HS, Upton 

United Regional Chamber of Commerce  

www.unitedchamber.org 

Jan 14  Business After Hours 5:00pm 

Where  Bristol County Savings Bank, Attleboro 

partnership Welcomes new staff Member 

Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions ~ http://maccweb.org/ 

The Partnership is presenting its Green Infrastructure Toolkit at the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions‘ an-
nual environmental conference on Saturday, February  28, 2009 in the Hogan Campus Center at the Holy Cross College in 
Worcester, MA.  The conference, which is the largest regular environmental conference in New England, runs from 8AM to  

5:15PM.  Interested registrants can go to http://maccweb.org/edu_aec_workshops.html for further information. 

mailto:ted@metrowest.org
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495/METROWEST CORRIDOR PARTNERSHIP 

Private Sector Co-Chair 

Joe O‘Leary  Sovereign Bank 

Public Sector Co-Chair 

Dennis Giombetti  Town of Framingham      

Private Sector Vice Chair 

Robert Nagi  Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 

Public Sector Vice Chair 

Glenn Trindade  Town of Medway 

Treasurer 

Susanne Leeber  Marlborough Regional Chamber  

   of Commerce 

Clerk 

Peter Martin  Bowditch & Dewey 

Board of Directors 

Whitney Beals  New England Forestry Foundation 

John Beekman  SEA Consultants, Inc. 

David Begelfer  NAIOP 

Senator Scott Brown Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Gino Carlucci  SouthWest Area Planning—MAPC 

Michelle Ciccolo  Town of Hudson 

Bryan Clancy  National Development 

Barbara Clifford  Corridor Nine Area Chamber of  

   Commerce 

Amanda Davis  Organization for the Assabet River 

Kirk Davis  Community Newspaper Company/ 

   Gatehouse Media 

Marc Draisen  Metropolitan Area Planning  

   Council 

Mary Fandel  Fidelity Investments 

Barry Feingold  Milford Area Chamber of Commerce 

Dr. Timothy Flanagan Framingham State College 

John Gillespie  Vanguard Health Systems 

Carol Gloff  Town of Natick 

Lydia Goldblatt  Town of Westborough 

Michael Goodman  UMass Donahue Institute 

John Heerwagen  Middlesex Savings Bank 

 

Susan Houston  MA Alliance for Economic  

   Development 

Donna Jacobs  MetroWest Growth Management 

   Committee 

Kathleen Joubert  Town of Northborough 

Vera Kolias  Town of Southborough 

Rep. David Linsky  Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Rep. Paul Loscocco Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

David Magnani  EdAction Associates 

Ronald McAdow  Sudbury Valley Trustees 

Paul Mina  United Way of Tri-County 

Joseph Nolan  Town of Wayland 

Jeffrey Nutting  Town of Franklin 

William Pezzoni  Mirick O‘Connell 

Eugene Phillips  Town of Hopedale 

Andrew Porter  Town of Holliston 

Richard Power  Cisco Systems 

Senator Pamela Resor Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Dr. Paula Rooney  Dean College 

Lauren Rosenzweig Town of Acton 

Cassandra Sammons Town of Ashland 

Senator Karen Spilka Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Ann Stanesa  Genzyme Corporation 

John Strickland  Bose Corporation 

Bonnie Sullivan  MassDevelopment 

Kristine Trierweiler Town of Medfield 

Rep. James Vallee Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Marc Verreault  Carruth Capital 

Scott Weiss  Gutierrez Company 

Ted Welte  MetroWest Chamber of Commerce 

Matthew Zettek  Town of Hopkinton 

Staff 

Paul Matthews   Executive Director  

Adam Ploetz  Mgr. of Sustainable Dev. Programs 

Jessica Strunkin  Mgr. of Public Policy & Public Affairs 

Andrea Geffert  Administrative Coordinator  

This update is intended to provide a brief overview of the 495/MetroWest Corridor Partnership’s activities, as well as offer updates on various issues confronting the 
region.  It is not intended to serve as a comprehensive guide to all issues of concern to the Partnership and its participants, and unless otherwise noted, it is not in-
tended to signify that the Partnership has taken a particular position on any issues.  Any included web links are listed on an as-is basis and without warranties either 
express or implied; the Partnership is not responsible for those sites’ content, privacy policies, products, and services.   If you have any questions, concerns, or sugges-
tions regarding this update, please contact Jessica Strunkin, Manager of Public Policy & Public Affairs by phone at 774.760.0495 or by email at jessica@arc-of-

innovation.org.  



495/MetroWest Partnership 

200 Friberg Parkway, Suite 1003 

Westborough, MA 01581 

Phone: 774.760.0495 

Fax: 774.760.0017 

Visit us online at:  

www.arc-of-innovation.org  

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE 

495/MetroWest Partnership! 

The 495/MetroWest Partnership was founded 
to address regional needs through public / pri-
vate collaboration, by enhancing the economic 
vitality and quality of life while sustaining 
natural resources in 495/MetroWest region.  
The Partnership was formally incorporated in 
2003, building from the prior activities of the 
I495 Technology Corridor Initiative, MetroWest 
Momentum, and the affiliated chambers of 
commerce – the Corridor Nine Area, Marlbor-
ough Regional, MetroWest, Milford, and United 
Regional chambers.  As currently constituted, 
the Partnership has a service area of thirty-
two communities, and as a chartered non-
profit organization, is governed by a Board of 
Directors representing leadership from munici-
pal government, business, state agencies, envi-
ronmental organizations, and non-profit 

groups.   

Leaders for Regional Prosperity 

495/METROWEST PARTNERSHIP INVESTORS 

THANK YOU! 

WITH SPECIAL THANKS TO… 

495/MetroWest Legislators for securing funds from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and Congress-

men McGovern, Markey, and Meehan for securing federal funds for the Water Resources Strategy. 

Platinum Division 

Bose Corp.    Bowditch & Dewey LLP  Carruth Capital LLC  

EMC2  Corporation   Fidelity Investments   IBM 

Gold Division 

Cisco Systems    Community Newspaper Co.  Genzyme Corp.   

National Grid, USA    NSTAR     Sovereign Bank New England 

Silver Division 

Fallon Community Health Plan Intel  MetroWest Medical Center / St. Vincent Hospital   

Middlesex Savings Bank  Milford National Bank & Trust National Development 

   National Assoc. of Industrial & Office Properties, MA Chapter  

Bronze Division 

Avidia Bank    Beals & Thomas   Guaranteed Better Sales  

Hewlett-Packard    Mirick O’Connell   MS Transportation Systems   

SEA Consultants, Inc.  The Gutierrez Company  Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 

      

http://www.arc-of-innovation.org/

